Intro- porary. Sidney mentions the names of some of
his friends who were likewise friends of Lan-
guet's^DuFerrier, for example, and a Venetian,
Zindelini, afterwards a friend and correspondent
of Sir Henry Savile,-but he gives no details of
the banquets and other "magnificent magnifi-
cences of all these magnificos" of which he con*
fesses himself soon weary. Nor is there anything,
as there would have been a century, or a cen-
tury and a half, later, when the sentiment of
the pidturesque began to pervade society ami to
find its peculiar outlet in letters of foreign travel
about the city itself; though it is inferred, from
a remark of Languet's, that Sidney, in a letter
which has been lost, expressed sore disappoint*
ment at the reality, where the reputation had
led him to expedt so much. For the Italians, even
for the Venetians, he had little liking* and, writ-
ing to Robert he expresses Languct's opinion
that *4most of them carry more on the suifaot?
than they have within, and they very generally
spoil their attainments by display* and make
themselves offensive/* Still, as he loved Italian
literature, he must have found interest in hh in*
tercourse with poets and men of letters. Though
there is nothing to confirm the legend that lie
met Tasso in Padua, he may well have seen him
there together with many other* srareely
famous in their day. Among the artists \w knew
at least Tintoretto and Paolo Veronese, "who,"
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